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Chinese zodiac
The Chinese zodiac (jinishi or “12 branches” in Japanese) has 12 signs.

Opposite sidns
When the 12 sidns are arranded in a circle, sidns that are opposite each other,
that is, six signs or birth years away, are called mukai eto or “facing branches’
in Japanese. Japanese tradition holds that people who have opposite sidns have
opposite personalities and therefore complement each other. Opposite signs have
been considered dood luck since the Edo period. People came to believe that
fortune would come to them if they carried opposite sidns in accessories or
patterns and treasured them.

(There are actually various words for opposite signs in Japanese, also
including mamori eto or ‘protection branches,” sakasa eto or “opposite
branches,~ and ura eto or ‘reverse branches. )
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